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Dr. Robert D. Atkinson is one of the country’s foremost thinkers on innovation 
economics. With has an extensive background in technology policy, he has 
conducted ground-breaking research projects on technology and innovation, is a 
valued adviser to state and national policy makers, and a popular speaker on 
innovation policy nationally and internationally. He is the author of The Race for 
Global Innovation Advantage and Why the U.S. is Falling Behind (Yale, 
forthcoming) and The Past and Future of America’s Economy: Long Waves of 
Innovation That Power Cycles of Growth (Edward Elgar, 2005). Before coming to 
ITIF, Atkinson was Vice President of the Progressive Policy Institute and Director 
of PPI’s Technology & New Economy Project. Ars Technica listed Atkinson as one 
of 2009’s Tech Policy People to Watch. He has testified before a number of 
committees in Congress and has appeared in various media outlets including 
CNN, Fox News, MSNBC, NPR, and NBC Nightly News. He received his Ph.D. in 
City and Regional Planning from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 
1989. 
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